
 

SCOTTISH FOOTBALL REMINISCENCES AND SKETCHES 

 
 

The first comprehensive book published with an overview of Scottish football was DD 

Boneõs Scottish Football Reminiscences and Sketches, which came out in 1890.  

 

This slim volume is extremely rare, and not even the National Library of Scotland has a 

copy. However, it has been digitised and is now available to all. Boneõs 1898 book, Fifty 

Years Reminiscences of Scottish Cricket, is equally useful and, conversely, very easy to 

come by. 

 

David Drummond Bone (1841-1911) was a veteran journalist, editor of the North British 

Daily Mail , with a strong interest in sport. He lived in Partick and among his six sons and 

two daughters were James Bone, editor of the Guardian, the artist Sir Muirhead Bone and 

Sir David Bone, master mariner. 

 

This is a classic of Scottish football literature. Having witnessed much of the early growth 

of Scottish football, Boneõs observations are an invaluable record, in particular his 

descriptions of the key players in the early years. 

 

He was also prone to flights of fancy, or creative fiction, as seen in Chapter V, on the 

pioneers of football in Scotland, and Chapter VII, looking forward to the growth of 

football around the world.   

 

His story about the pioneers should be read carefully as it has thinly veiled accounts of 

the formative struggles of Queenõs Park (the Conquerors), Vale of Leven (Leven Crowers) 

and Clydesdale (Cedargrove), while the playersõ names are changed too, such as Bob 

Gardens for Bob Gardner, and Tom Chaloner for Tom Chalmers.  

 

 

Andy Mitchell  

 

 

 

 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


