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There are few prominent footballers in the modern era who have not published their life story, and this genre of 
autobiography has something of a bad name for its blandness. But there was a time when footballers lived relatively 
private lives, and one of the first Scottish players to publish a volume of reminiscences was the little-known Frank 
Walker of Third Lanark, an inside-forward who won a single cap for Scotland in 1922.  
 
Francis Gemmell Fulton Walker was born in Lochwinnoch in 1897 and educated at Paisley Grammar School, the 
youngest of three footballing brothers, after Willie (b1888) and Jim (b1894). Like them, he started at Queen’s Park 
before war service intervened, then he made his name with Third Lanark. He reveals interesting anecdotes such as 
an appearance for Abercorn when only 15, a number of extraordinary goals and refereeing decisions, and how his 
playing career was ended by a broken leg.  Walker later worked as an income tax inspector and died in Edinburgh in 
1949. 
 
This fascinating booklet was commissioned by the Third Lanark Supporters’ Club in the late 1920s to raise funds, and 
as few copies have survived I hope this reproduction will be appreciated by Scottish football historians. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This booklet was reproduced by Andy Mitchell for www.scottishsporthistory.com 
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