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Fifty Years

OF THRE

Kilmarnock Football Club.

BYy AN OLp PLAYER.

—~IFTY years is a long time to look back
upon, and the Kilmarnock Football
Club, having withstood the visissitudes

of life for that period, the thought suggested
itsclf to the writer that the history of the
club ought to be chronicled in some shape or
form. Naturally, a task of that nature
involves the raking up of old manuscript. In
another respect 1 have been indebted to
some of the early founders of the club for
much of the pioneer work that is recorded
here. In sketching the history of the club
one may say with almost perfect certainty
that the narrative is the story of the rise
and development of sport, not only in Kil-
marnock but in Ayrshire. Old-time veterans
tell of the glorious times they had when the
Fastene’en races used to be held in ““ Killie,”
and run in this self-same Rugby Park, known
then as Wards Park, and such names as
Dunn of Alton, Brown of Gargieston, the
Sawyer, Wee Whitehead from Mearns, etc.,
etc., are handed down as past giants of the
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turf ; but there is really nothing in touch
with the present times till somewhere in the
sixties we find young Kilmarnock playing
cricket on a pitch (now entirely built upon)
in the vicinity of the St. Andrew’s Parish
Church. An outlet had to be made for the
superabundance of energy which oppressed
these sturdy cricketers when their favourite
pastime was over for the season, and this
outlet they contrived to find in the year 1869
in the institution of our old friend, the
Kilmarnock Football Club. This brings us
down to our noble selves, or rather our noble
predecessors, and both fact and inclination
go together in establishing the truth that in
these days they were a gay lot and no mistake.
Their modesty and the simplicity of manage-
ment have lost to the world a record which,
to say the least, would have been amusing.
This much is recorded, that if they had only
one Secreilary they had plenty of Treasurers,
as every man paid his own expenses, and the
smoking members were looked to as covering
standing charges. The first ground was the
one presently occupied—Rugby Park—play-
ing then at right angles to the present pitch,
with the present South Hamilton Street,
trees and all, in the centre of the ground. The
club started under Rugby rules, and to that
fact the ground owes its name. Some of the
old members used to speak in glowing terms
of the celerity with which they could disrobe
an opponent, and the further imperiments
which they carried out on said opponents’
passion were, they say, all carried out in the
most humane principles. There was much
difficulty at this time in getting fixtures, the
almost entire absence of opposition compelling
them to go towards Paisley or Glasgow,
there being no club within playing distance
south of Kilmarnock.
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The drawing popularity of the Association
game, and the strong representations of the
Queen’s Park, induced the Kilmarnock boys
to take to the new game. As a fitting
sequence the opening match was with the
Queen’s Park, the resull of which is not
recorded, but we may take it that Kilmar-
nock did not win or even draw their intitial
encounter, and that the auspicious event
was celebrated afterwards in smoke and
pewter. That match took place on Grange
Park, where the club had shifted owing to
the unsuitability of Rugby Park for Associa-
tion football, and the late ex-captain Bob
Rankin used to tell with great gusto the
story of negotiating for that field. When the
deputation approached the old farmer to
get playing thereon, he at once said, ** Hoot.
aye, lads, play awa’. I think the grass is a’
the better of being trampit a bit.” The
present of a bag of meal as compensation for
any damage done extorted from the old man
that “ thae fitba’ players were fine laddies.”
At a later period the club returned to the
same field, but the farmer had altered his
opinion of them as grass mowers, as he
charged them eight pounds for rent and no
meal. Talking of introductory football, a
story is told of a recogmsed football team
visiting another place where the game had
recently been inaugurated, and by way of
keeping down expense the secretary of the
club visited refereed the game. The contest
had barely run ten minutes’ course when one
of the visiting team was attracted by
the unusual number of the opposition.
Approaching the referee he enlightened him
of the fact that there were twelve players
on the other side. The answer was quick
and true. ‘ Well, what can I do? They
are all members.”” I do not suggest that



6

this story has any reference to the opening
of Grange Park, which was practically the
introduction of Association Football inte
Kilmarnock. Meanwhile the cricketers had
got located in the Holm Quarry, now the
seat of the Kilmarnock Corporation, which
would be about the year 1876, and the foot-
ball lot joined them, playing both games in
rotation with the greatest harmony till an
unfortunate dispute about the allocation of
the rent led to a rupture between the two
sections. The cricketing -lot, viewing the
growing popularity of football as an asset of
theirs, wanted to put on as much rent on it
as would let them practically sit rent free.
The footballers could not see it, and the lease
being in the hands of the cricketers the
Kilmarnock Football Club returned to the
Grange field before mentioned. The other
party, determined to have a goose with the
golden egg, got together a number of players,
whom they launched before the public as the
Kilmarnock Cricket and Football Club. The
Association thought this title too similar to
that of their allies, and then it was named
the Kilmarnock Athletic. Under this title it
achieved great fame and distinction for
several seasons, but, like Poor Paddy, the
“rint”’ killed them, and it died a natural
death somewhere about 1886. The old ashes
were rekindled some years later by a club
bearing the same name and housed on the
same Holm Quarry, but by this time the -
Kilmarnock club had established itself in the
hearts of the people, and although the second
edition of the Athletic weathered the storms
for some time they were forced to give up
the ghost many years ago.

The Scottish Football Association was
formed about 1873, and it is worthy of note
that Kilmarnock took part in the first cup
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competition, and have since regularly com-
peted year after year. During the Kilmar-
nock’s tenure of the Grange their fortunes
were chequered indeed. As a band of noble
warriors they were second to none, but as
footballers they were second to almost any-
thing that could be induced to meet them.
To have seen them coming from a match it
- would have taken a very funny man to have
told whether they had won or lost. They
had a superstition about hospitality, and
exercised the various rites connected there-
with with due fulness if not'solemnity. As
to funds there was none. If train fares were
required, those who had gave to those who
had not. As to property, the dressing room
was the canopy of heaven and the pavilion
the nearest hedge, and it is said emphatically
that they were happy. About this time quite
a number of the old members were either on
or ready for the shelf. Messrs. James and
Tom Ferguson, Peter and Dan Brown, Bob
Hamilton, David Sturrock, George Paxton,
Frank Reid, J. M. Lipscombe, James Dicki€,
J. Railton, etc., etc., being all reduced to
smoking members. . The most conspicuous of
the old lot remaining at this time were Bob
Rankin, J. B. Wilson, and Dan Gilmour,
who had also wrought himself into the first
eleven. The latter used to tell a story of his
playing days, when it was no unusual thing
during the course of a game at Rugby Park
for the players to stop for a few minutes,
mount the barricade, and have a peep at
the play on Hamilton Park, the ground of
the Portland Club, which adjoined Rugby
Park, and where all interest seemed to be
centred. That only goes to illustrate what a
struggle the Kilmarnock Club had to over-
come, but later their perseverance was to be
rewarded. To fill up the vacancies the St.
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Andrews joined in a body, the best known
members being Bob and Bailie Miller, Bill
Andrews, Bob Cumming, and the Danie
man. Later the Hawthorn came to the
rescue with some excellent recruits, amongst
whom were Sanny Hamilton, Allan Burnett,-
Jebb Wark, etc., and we are also introduced
to Robert Russell (the “ Cutler ’’) at this
period. He had been prominent in second -
eleven circles, having captained a successful
Athletic team, and some dispute having
arisen at the Holm Quarry Mr. Gilmour was
not slow to recognise that such an organiser
would be a valuable asset in running a reserve
team at Rugby Park. And Mr. Russell
came, saw, and conquered, for he may claim
the credit of being the only remaining link
of the past with the present still retaining an
interest in the daily deliberations of the
Club as a member of the Board of Directors.
Rugby Park was again requisitioned, and
to be abreast of the times a brand new
clubhouse, designed by R. S. Ingram,
architect, was erected, the field roped
and staked, and by sundry arrangements
at gate suggested to the public that they
should pay for the privilege of witnessing
the really friendly struggles inside. The
pitch was then east of South Hamilton
Street, somewhere in Charles Street there.
About 1877 Messrs. Rankin, Wilson, and
Wallace had all retired from the ficld, Wilson
dropping the game after having had his arm
broken, the other two being now President-
and Chancellor of the Exchequer respectively.
Old Bob, as Rankin was familiarly called, by
h.s many friends, was in his day a prince of
goalkeepers, and the most genial and warm-
hearted comrade the Kilmarnock Club ever
had. One of his jokes at goal is worth
repeating. During the course of a match
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darkness had set in, and as the referee in
those days would have thought it sacrilege
to stop a match for a mere matier of light,
it was of course fought out to a finish. The
Kilmarnock were pressing, when their oppo-
nents made a break through the backs, and
Rankin, realising that it meant a certain
goal for them, dropped out to between the
goalpost and the corner flag, and shouted so
lustily to his backs that the opposing for-
wards made straight for him and shot harm-
lessly past. When the trick was discovered
there was a mixture of laughter and bad
language. Poor Bob kept in close touch with
the club till 1881, when he lefi for Australia,
where he 1s now gathered to his fathers.
Before leaving this genuine and whole-
hearted personality let me say that the
Rugby Park club owes much to Bob Rankin,
for he was one of a few who, by their zecal
and enthusiasm, kept the club together
when adversity was more pronounced than
Success.

John Wallace, a clever forward, and
possibly the founder of the club, was another
who did much to bring about the success of
the club and the game in Ayrshire. He it
was, with the assistance of the late Mi.
Dick, the then Secretary of the Scottish
Football Association, organised the first
great match with electric light in Ayrshire,
making a record gate at the time. The
Portland were Kilmarnock’s opponents, and
the game took place on Rugby Park, Port-
land winning by 3 goals to 1. The late
“ Bailie ” Miller finished his career in this
game, being permanently disabled as far as
football was concerned. It was about thus
time- that the athletic sports were started,
Messrs. Wallace and Gilmour laying off the
present Rugby Park track. Perhaps, how-
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ever, the biggest job was the floating of the
Ayrshire Association in 1876, the last-named
pair of gentlemen taking the contract prac-
tically single-handed, getting in direct sub-
scriptions, benefit matches, etc., until the
were able to hand over to Ayrshire footballers
the most handsome trophy of its kind in
existence, the cost of which is reputed to be
close on {100. In 1880 we find Mr. Wallace
the recipient of a presentation gold watch on
the occasion of his retiral from his club
duties and a purse of sovereigns from the
Ayrshire Association.

Four years later he followed his clubmate,
Bob Rankin, to Australia, where he was
located in Sydney for many years. He twice
revisited the scenes of his former triumphs,
and was testimonialised by the Ayrshire
Association on one of these visits. It wag
singular that he should see the consumma-
tion of his arduous duties by the Kilmarnock
Club winning the Ayrshire Cup for the first
time just on the eve of his departure for
toreign shores. John Wallace died in Sydney
in 1917, and to the older generation will be
best remembered for the part he played not
only in the Kilmarnock club circles, but in
Ayrshire generally. And with the departure
of John Wallace, Dan Gilmour may be
credited with the distinction of being the last
of the original stock who had laboured
ungrudgingly amid much discouragement
yet with much pleasure.

Talking of bygone days, I can recall an
incident in one of Kilmarnock’s away
matches. It was a boisterous day, with
snow and sleet falling intermittently, and
some of the players, assuming that the game
was likely to be off, failed to put in an
appearance, and the party only numbering
eleven all told, umpire included (linesmen
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had not materialised at this date), there was
nothing for it but that the official would have
to turn out. Enshrined in a jersey for the
first time, and although possessed of a good
knowledge of the game theoretically, the
eleventh hour substitute found it a different
matter when it came to practicability, and
needless to say he floundered about heedless
of man or ball that he kicked, and with the
atmospheric conditions still bad the position
of the debutant was no sinecure. The atten-
tion of the referee had been called by some of
the opposing players to his dangerous tackets.
Approaching him the referee said in a stern
attitude, ° Look here, young man, if you
persist in that rough work, I will order you
off the field,” which brought the prompt and
ready reply of the player, “ I wish to God
you would.”

Patience and long-suffering had at last
been rewarded by Kilmarnock winning the
Ayrshire Cup for the first time in 1884, and
their local rivals, Athletic and Portland, had
found out the difficulty of carrying a full
purse, for with Kilmarnock’s success they
practically put up the shutters a year or two
later and in a manner literally died together.
Robert Norval succeeded John Wallace as
Club Secretary, to be followed by John
Dunlop.

In 1882 that well known humorist, William
Munro, filled the post for the first time, and
for many years afterwards he occupied a
prominent position in the affairs of the club.
He shared with Mr. Gilmour the philanthropic
spirit, these two gentlemen often coming to
the help of the club in the more impecunious
days. He also acted as President for two
seasons, and retired from active management
in 1892, after having seen the fruits of his
labours marked by a run of successes by the
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club. Having once tasted the sweets of
victory the club created a record by annexing
the Ayrshire Cup three years in succession,
and at the same time establishing a claim for
a high and honourable position in Scottish
football, which they have worthily main-
tained. Having also won the Kilmarnock
Charity Cup for the first time in 1884, several
of the old lights retired from the game,
amongst whom may be mentioned Wark,
Burnett, Allan, and George Black, the latter
of whom was destined to take an important
part afterwards in the management of the
club, acting as Match Secretary for many
years. The retiral of several of the older
lights meant the securing of fresh blood, but
with the help of Bobby Russell’s reserve stock
in the second eleven and from other sources
a new team was practically launched on the
field, and one that the older generation can
recall with pardonable pride. It was cap-
tained by none other than that well known
townsman, Sanny Dunn, or as some of his
football friends used to call him, viz., “Dandy
Son,’’ and such names as Richmond, Porteous,
Mitchell, Taylor, Smith, Higgins, M‘Ginnis,
and M‘Pherson will give one an idea of the
stuff that represented Rugby Park between
the years of 1885 and 1888. Kilbirnie
accounted for Kilmarnock in the Ayrshire
Cup in 1888, but they won the Ayr Chanty
Cup by defeating Ayr in the Auld Toon by
5 goals to 1, and a dispute with the Kilmar-
nock Charity Cup trustees denied them the
pleasure of contesting the final with Hurlford,
as rather than submit to the committee’s
ruling they refused to play, and the trophy
was presented to Hurlford.

It was a great season for the club had
achieved fame in their dealings with Edin-
burgh Hibernian, Renton, and Preston North






