
Football Described by Giants of the Game 
 

 
 
This flimsy booklet from 1904 gives a fascinating insight to the attitudes and lifestyles of a full team of prominent 
footballers, who describe their training methods, their philosophy and their experiences in the game. 
 
With the exception of Billy Meredith, all are Scots but many had played in England; and all are internationalists 
(although Richard Boyle played for the Scottish League rather than the full international side). As several of them 
had finished their playing careers by the time of publication, the book covers two decades of top level football in its 
formative years. 
 
Chapter headings: 
Goalkeeping: Harry Rennie (Hibernian) 
Right back: Walter Arnott (Queen’s Park) 
Full back: Dan Doyle (Celtic) 
Right half: Richard Boyle (Dundee) 
Centre half: James Kelly (Celtic) 
Left half: Jackie Robertson (Rangers) 
Outside right: Billy Meredith (Manchester City) 
Inside right: John Campbell (Third Lanark) 
Centre forward: Bob Hamilton (Rangers) 
Inside left: Alex McMahon (Celtic) 
Outside left: John Bell (Preston North End)  
 
Originally published 1904 by John Leng & Co, London and Dundee. NB the advertising pages have not been included 
in this reproduction. 
 
 

This booklet was reproduced by Andy Mitchell of www.scottishsporthistory.com 
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