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Foot-Ball Club founder: John Hope (1807-1893)

(Old College Library, Edinburgh University)



Who claims to be the world’s first football club?

– Actually, no it isn’t Sheffield. 



Foot-Ball Club founder: John Hope (1807-1893)

(Photo taken c1867; National Records of Scotland)



John Hope’s first Foot-Ball Club notebook, 1824

(National Records of Scotland)



Foot-Ball Club membership list, first season: 1824-25

(National Records of Scotland)



The High School of Edinburgh in John Hope’s time

(engraving by James Storer in 1819)



The High School of 

Edinburgh in 1819

and as it 

is today



A typical High School boy in early 19th century

(Henry Cockburn, Memorials of his Time)



Earliest known illustration of football in Scotland 

Dictates of Archibald Flint, 

a student at Edinburgh 

University, 1673

(Centre for Research Collections, 

Edinburgh University Library)



Edinburgh’s sporting ‘world firsts’

Archery: 

first club (1676, Royal Company of Archers)

Golf: 

first club (1735, Burgess Golfing Society)

first rules (1744, Company of Gentlemen Golfers)

first trophy (1744, Edinburgh Silver Club) 

Bowls: 

first rules (1769, Edinburgh Society of Bowlers) 

first trophy (1771, Edinburgh Silver Jack)

Gymnastics: 

first club and trophy (1786, Gymnastic Club)

Curling: 

first rules (1811, Duddingston)

first national association of clubs (1838, Caledonian Curling Club)



Edinburgh’s football ‘world firsts’

First club (1824): the Foot-Ball Club, founded by John Hope

First rules (1833): written by John Hope

First trophy (1851): University v 93rd Highlanders silver medal

First inter-school match (1858): Royal High against Merchiston

First games for girls (1861): organised by John Hope

First international match (1871): Scotland v England (rugby rules)



Football on Calton Hill – part of everyday city life 

(from Macgill & Schenck’s Panorama of Edinburgh, 1841)



John Hope’s 

football rules, 

written in 1833

1 Single soled shoes, no iron

2 No tripping

3 Ball to pass imaginary line 

4 A free kick if ball out of 

bounds

5 Pushing is allowed. Holding 

not illegal

6 Allow the ball to be lifted 

between fields

Aff: Fun - air - exercise

Neg:  No tripping
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How much did a football cost in 1831?

Receipt from James Christie & Son, George Street:

purchases and repairs for leather casings and bladders
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Foot-Ball Club 

accounts in 1834:

3 bladders at 3d – 9d

6 laces at 1d – 6d

Tin pipe - 2d

Wire – 1d

8 bladders – 2s 3d

Oil – 3d

Cloth brush - 2s

Moreen bag – 4s

…

1 bottle whisky – 1s 6d

(for bladders)
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The Foot-Ball Club’s first field, near Dalry House
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The Foot-Ball Club’s first field, near Dalry House
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“Received from Mr John Hope, one pound one shilling as 

rent for shooting in Dalry Park last summer, also … rent for 

playing foot ball in said park, Nov 1825 to March 1826.”



Letter to John Hope in 1825, from Henry Logan
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“How I envy you the 

pleasure you must 

have had the day there 

were thirty-nine players 

out. Such kicking of 

shins & such tumbling.”



Foot-Ball Club membership numbers
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1824/25 61

1825/26 77

1826/27 84

1827/28 72

(no records 1828-31)

1831 summer 70

1831/32 60

Decline after 1832:

1832/33 30

1834 27

1836 26

No further records

Club disbanded 1841



Foot-Ball Club 

membership

register

1832-33

Subscription 6d or 3d
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Membership 

addresses –

solidly in the 

New Town

(addresses recorded 

only from 1831-36)
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Melville Street (9); 

Heriot Row (7); 

Moray Place (6); 

Albyn Place, Drummond Place, Forres Street, 

Great King Street, Royal Terrace (4 each);

Ainslie Place, Albany Street, George Street, 

Northumberland Street, Queen Street, Royal 

Circus, Walker Street (3 each);

Many more New Town addresses.

Others in Marchmont, Newington, Morningside 

and Inverleith, but none in Old Town.



The first footballers to be photographed?

James Moncreiff, Robert Dundas Cay and James Rannie Swinton

(National Library of Scotland)



James Moncreiff,

Foot-Ball Club 

member 1832-33

and below, his son

Francis Moncreiff,

Scotland rugby 

captain 1871
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Charles Sharpe Kirkpatrick, 

Foot-Ball Club member 

1831-32

and below, his son

James Kirkpatrick, 

Scotland captain 1870, 

FA Cup winner 1878
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The world’s first known 

football prize:

the 1851 silver medal

(Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders Museum, 

Stirling Castle)
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John Hope’s Stockbridge Playground rules, 1854

(National Records of Scotland)



John Hope’s football rules of 1854

(National Records of Scotland)



Rugby football: Edinburgh hosts the first international

Scotland v England at Raeburn Place, 27 March 1871 29



Edinburgh’s first association football club:  

The 3rd Edinburgh Rifle Volunteers

Regiment founded by John Hope in 1860; football club founded in 1874
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‘The Edinburgh 

Philanthropist’ 

John Hope died in 1893: 

his grave is in Greyfriars 

Kirkyard, where he is 

buried with his parents 



1824: The story of 

the World’s First 

Foot-Ball Club

by John Hutchinson 

and Andy Mitchell

Book on sale:

£13.99 from Amazon

£11.99 from 

scottishsporthistory.com

Or £10 here tonight!
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