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In recent years it has been claimed that the existing pavilion at Hampden Bowling 

Club in Glasgow is the same building as, or based upon, the pavilion which originally 

stood at the first Hampden Park. 

 

However, the claim does not stand up to scrutiny and this origin story can be 

rejected on the following grounds: 

 

1. The size, design and layout of the Queen’s Park pavilion, demolished in 1903, 

bear no relation to the size, design and layout of the Hampden Bowling Club 

pavilion, built in 1905. There are no obvious architectural features which are 

replicated. 

 

2. The demolition of the Queen’s Park pavilion took place in August 1903, at a 

time when the Polmadie Bowling Club was still operating, albeit with an 

uncertain future. The construction of the Hampden Bowling Club pavilion 

started in March 1905. It is implausible that any building materials were 

bought ‘on spec’ and then stored for over a year and a half until they were 

required.  

 

To reach this conclusion, I have researched in detail the story of the creation of 

Hampden Bowling Club in 1905 and the building of a new pavilion.  

 

The impetus for the creation of Hampden Bowling Club was the closure of Polmadie 

Bowling Club in 1903. The green at Polmadie had opened in 1877 and the club was 

a popular local institution but when the land was required for building it was forced to 

leave and find new premises. 

 

 
Location of Polmadie Bowling Club, in the Ordnance Survey map of 1895. 

 



 
Daily Record, 16 September 1903. Polmadie BC told to vacate the green. 

 

 
Daily Record, 30 September 1903. This was the last event at the old club. 

 

 
Daily Record, 17 March 1904. Notice of a public meeting for a new club in Govanhill. 

 

 
Daily Record, 22 March 1904. Glasgow Council agreed to rent an area of ground for 

the new Govanhill Bowling Club, at the eastern end of Queen’s Park Recreation 

Ground, adjacent to a children’s playground in Kingsley Avenue. It will have to be 

laid out to the satisfaction of the Superintendent of Parks. 

 

 
Daily Record, 21 March 1905. Founding meeting of the new club, now called 

Hampden Bowling Club. Plans for the bowl house were agreed and were submitted 

to Dean of Guild Court, where they gained approval.  

 



Construction of the bowling pavilion 

 

The following plans were submitted to Dean of Guild Court in March 1905 for 

construction of a new bowl house for Govanhill Bowling Club, also known as 

Hampden Bowling Club: 

 

 
‘Glasgow, 30th March 1905. This and the two accompanying plans referred to in D.G. 

[Dean of Guild] Decree of this date in the petition at the instance of Govanhill 

Bowling Club or Hampden Bowling Club.’ 

 

 
The front elevation of the new bowl house for Hampden BC. 

 



 
A floor plan of the new bowl house. 

 

 
Cross section of the exterior walls and the roof timbers. 

 

 



 
A map of the location of the bowl house and bowling green. 

 

 
Minutes of the first meeting of the newly-constituted Hampden Bowling Club on 27 

March 1905. These confirm that plans had been submitted to Dean of Guild Court 

and were passed, subject to certain alterations in fire places. Bailie Calderwood 

intimated he had made a start and hoped to have the building up within a fortnight. 



 

Hampden Bowling Club committee members in 1905, listed in first minute book: 

President: Dr John Garey, Ravenston, Albert Road East 

Vice President: Bailie Thomas Calderwood, 31 Albert Road East 

Treasurer: Andrew Crawford, 233 Langside Road 

Secretary: James W Hillhouse, 4 Belleisle Street 

Directors: 

William Morrison, 323 Allison Street 

James MacDonald, 485 Cathcart Road 

James Jamieson, 68 Langside Road 

John Braidwood, 350 Allison Street 

John Sinclair, 11 Kingsley Avenue 

 

An opening ceremony for Hampden Bowling Club was held on 18 May 1905: 

 
Daily Record, 19 May 1905 

 

The Southern Press newspaper detailed the contractors involved in building the 

clubhouse: 

Slates: W. Watson Newton (of Newton, Robertson and Co, slate merchants, 52 St 

Enoch Square) 

Plumbing: James M. Symington (registered plumber, 571 Cathcart Road) 

Artistic furnishings and furniture: John Sinclair (of A. Sinclair & Sons, cabinet makers 

and upholsterers, 20 Great Clyde Street). 

 

There is no mention in any press coverage of the pavilion, or parts of it, having been 

recycled from Hampden Park.  

 

 



 

 
The 1910 Ordnance Survey map confirms the location and layout of the Hampden 

Bowling Club pavilion as per the 1905 plan.  It remains in the same location today, 

albeit with some later extensions, notably a gable added in 1924. 

 

 
From ‘The History of Hampden Bowling Club, 1905-2005’, this image shows the front 

gable extension which was added to the building in 1924, together with small 

verandas at either side. Some of the original structure of the 1905 pavilion, including 

roof line and a single front window, can still be seen. 

 



 
Contemporary view of the Hampden Bowling Club pavilion, front. 

 

 
Contemporary view of the Hampden Bowling Club pavilion, rear. 

 

 
Interior of the Hampden Bowling Club pavilion. The main beam on the ceiling shows 

the position of the original front wall of the building. 



Further background  

 

The above report was shared with Historic Environment Scotland, who had been 

asked to consider an application for listed building status for the pavilion. The 

application was dismissed in February 2026. 

 

See 

https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/apex/f?p=1505:300:::::VIEWTYPE,VIEWREF:

decision,500004136  
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